
2021 Gala Report   

 
The sun shone on Saturday 19 June, which would have been our annual Gala 
Day.  Unfortunately, when plans begun in March, Doune Gala Committee faced the decision; 
to apply & pay for licenses and insurances for an event that may be cancelled, or to create a 
weeklong celebration which would fit in with any government guidelines.  Going with the 
latter, DGC created an itinerary of events spanning 19 - 26 June, inviting all ages to join in 
with fun challenges, and entering via fb or a special post box in Simply Sarah's.  The exciting 
program was hand delivered to every house in the weeks leading up to the launch, allowing 
folks a chance to prepare for their chosen activities.  
 
Further decisions came regarding the Gala Queen and Laird, and their Crowning 
ceremony.  Nominations were put forward by the Committee, to honour members of our 
community who have contributed over and above during the past year or so.   
 
Sarah Fairley adapted her shop to provide groceries and home deliveries, all with a cheery 
smile - under the mask of course, throughout all lockdown periods.  Many people relied on 
this service as phone orders rolled in on a daily basis.  Sarah is a very deserving Gala Queen 
2021, taking over the reins from Dr Reid, Gala Queen 2020.  As for the Laird, The Ponds 
Team came top of the list.  The fantastic maintenance and care for this site has to be 
appreciated by all, and Tony Farrant was invited to represent this group, as Gala Laird 
2021.  Tony takes over from Campbell Shimmins, our local Pharmacist.  Thanks go to past 
and present Gala VIP's. 
 
Following the Crowning ceremony on day one, The Queen and Laird tied ribbons to the 
Moray Park fence. Everyone was invited to add their own ribbons, over the following 
week.  All permission and approval has been sought and gained in advance of the ribbon 
tying. 
Further day one activities included Den Building and Wreath Making.  Many doors adorned 
these beautiful wreaths, which brought colour and interest to the houses, and the photos of 
dens showed great fun had been had.  A successful Gin Tasting took place that evening, via 
Zoom.  The next Gin Connoisseur event will be in September 2021. 
 
Day2, brought more sunshine and Scarecrows popped up all over the place.  Lots of hilarious 
outfits and stances entertained us as we wandered around the village.  Everyone was invited 
to create a picture of wildlife in Kilmadock to enter the Janette's Garden Competition, and 
join the Gala Bingo Quiz on zoom.  Photos of 1 Violet object were submitted via fb. 
 
Day 3, more competitions for pictures created or taken, of the skyline over Doune - on the 
longest day, or the shortest night, along with photos of 2 Indigo objects! 
 
Day 4, was a busy day with varied challenges.  Photos were called for of 3 Blue items (can 
you see the link here?), and also of homebaked flower shaped biscuits.  Stories and poems 
were written titled "The Joyful Kilmadock Blues", and dance lessons for Jerusalema took 
place in the Tennis Courts in Moray Park.  This proved great fun for everyone 
attending.  Thanks to Europa Record Shop in Stirling for providing the sounds.  We all left, 
humming the music and stepping it out on the way home. 



 
Day 5 The Allotments were manned from 2pm - 8pm, welcoming visitors to look round, ask 
questions and meet the Scarecrows.  This proved very popular and thanks to the Allotments 
Group for joining in our Gala celebrations.  This day allowed a fancydress competition as 
folks were asked to dress in camouflage and send in pics with fun backgrounds.  Lots of 
pictures too, of 4 green items, or a cloud formation. 
 
Day 6 some interesting recipes were submitted for Midsummer Punch, and prizes offered 
for photos of donned handmade headdresses as Midsummer's Day was toasted.  5 yellow 
objects were photographed and shared.  
 
Day 7 we saw beautiful pictures of trees, all taken in Kilmadock during Gala Week, and also 
6 orange items!  Handcrafters joined in with knitting or crocheting squares.  Ladies from the 
Library Work With Wool group, will be sewing these together to create blankets for 
appropriate charities.  More fancy dress, at storytime in the park, with prizes for everyone 
who entered. 
 
Day 8 (yes we used both Saturdays) Photos of 7 red objects!  the rainbow is 
complete.  Thanks to Chris Clark and James Wardlaw who canoed down the Teith to catch 
up with all the racing ducks, and to Colin Fridge along with John & Joanna Wells, who 
captured the winners.  A few locals joined us with socially distanced picnics on the riverbank 
before heading home to enjoy a Midsummer Punch or two.  The popular Gala raffle drawn 
the same day produced many winners of lots of lovely prizes. 
 
All week our Village Treasure Hunt proved really popular. David & Yvonne excelled 
themselves with rhyming clues, and interesting points of interest. Isabel and Marcia 
decorated various spots, to help celebrate folklore and midsummer in Doune. The well on 
Castle Road was just beautiful. Perhaps this could become a new gala tradition! 
 
Simply Sarah's, The Buttercup Cafe, Doune Chic, Willow Plants and Doune Co-op all 
contributed very generously with prizes, sponsorship and overall support for this year's 
Gala, and Doune Gala Committee are eternally grateful. 
 
In the absence of Goody Bags on Gala Day, we had hoped to give every child in Doune 
Primary School a free Ice Cream.  Vouchers were distributed via the School, and The 
Buttercup Cafe very kindly offered to donate all the ice creams.  Thank you, Lorna Bishop for 
this fantastic contribution.  I hope all children managed to redeem their vouchers. 
 
The Gala Committee, as ever, have received ideas and suggestions concerning the Gala, and 
invite others to join in with 2022 plans. Contact dounegala@hotmail.com, via fb messenger 
or call 07810 628 512 to be part of Gala 2022. 
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